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that an icing condition associated with the probe exists; and
using data representing one or more substitute signals in place
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1
AIRCRAFT ENGINE CONTROL DURING
ICING OF TEMPERATURE PROBE

TECHNICAL FIELD

The disclosure relates generally to the control of aircraft
engines, and more particularly to controlling an aircraft tur-
bine engine during an icing condition of a temperature probe.

BACKGROUND OF THE ART

An aircraft turbofan engine typically has a temperature
sensor incorporated in a probe which measure total tempera-
ture (TTo) at an inlet of the engine. The total temperature is
the temperature of a free stream of air entering the inlet of the
engine. The total temperature measurement may be provided
to an engine controller and may be used to assist in controlling
the engine during operation.

A TTo probe may be prone to icing during operation of an
aircraft to which the turbofan engine is mounted. Accord-
ingly, TTo probes may be equipped with heaters for anti-icing
purpose. Nevertheless, depending on the position and con-
figuration of the TTo probe, environmental conditions, and
power available to heat the probe, ice may still form on the
probe under certain circumstances despite being heated. Dur-
ing an icing condition, a sensor associated with the probe may
provide inaccurate measurements, and if not corrected this
may negatively affect the ability of the engine controller to
properly control the engine.

Improvement in engine control during icing ofa TTo probe
is therefore desirable.

SUMMARY

The disclosure describes systems, devices, and methods
for controlling an aircraft turbine engine during an icing
condition of a temperature probe.

In various aspects, for example, the disclosure describes
systems, devices, and methods for controlling an aircraft
turbofan engine during icing of a total temperature (1To)
probe. The methods may be performed by a data processor of
a digital engine controller.

Thus, in one aspect, the disclosure describes a method for
controlling an aircraft turbofan engine. The method may be
performed by a data processor of a digital engine controller
and may comprise:

using one or more signals representative of temperature

received from a heated temperature probe to generate
one or more control signals for use in controlling the
engine;

using the same or other signals representative of tempera-

ture received from the heated temperature probe, deter-
mining that an icing condition associated with the probe
exists; and

using data representing one or more substitute signals in

place of signals representative of temperature received
from the heated temperature probe to generate the one or
more control signals for use in controlling the engine.

In another aspect, the disclosure describes a method for
generating a signal useful in controlling an aircraft engine
having an engine controller. The method may comprise:

receiving a first signal representative of a total temperature

of inlet air from a heated temperature probe;

using the first signal as a control parameter for generating

a second signal useful in controlling the engine;
detecting, based on the first signal, a rise in temperature
indicative of an icing condition of the probe;
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using a substitute signal as the control parameter for gen-
erating the second signal useful in controlling the engine
instead of the first signal;

deactivating a heating element associated with the probe;

and

resuming to using the first signal as the control parameter

for generating the second signal useful in controlling the
engine.

In a further aspect, the disclosure describes a device useful
in controlling an aircraft turbine engine. The device may
comprise:

at least one digital processor configured to receive a first

signal representative of a total temperature of inlet air
using a heated temperature probe and use the first signal
as a control parameter to generate a second signal useful
in controlling the engine;

memory containing machine-readable instructions for

execution by the at least one processor, the machine-
readable instructions causing the at least one processor
to:

detect, based on the first signal, a rise in temperature

indicative of an icing condition of the probe; and

use a substitute signal as the control parameter instead of

the first signal for producing the second signal useful in
controlling the engine.

Further details of these and other aspects of the subject
matter of this application will be apparent from the detailed
description and drawings included below.

DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

Reference is now made to the accompanying drawings, in
which:

FIG. 1 shows an axial schematic cross-sectional view of a
turbofan gas turbine engine having a control device in accor-
dance with the disclosure;

FIGS. 2 and 3 show schematic diagrams of embodiments
of control devices in accordance with the disclosure;

FIGS. 4 and 5 show flow charts illustrating examples of
methods for generating control signals in accordance with the
disclosure; and

FIG. 6 shows an exemplary graphical representation of
relationships between an actual temperature, a sensed tem-
perature and a substitute temperature during an icing condi-
tion of a probe.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE PREFERRED
EMBODIMENTS

Various aspects of preferred embodiments are described
through reference to the drawings.

FIG. 1 illustrates schematically a gas turbine engine 10 of
a type preferably provided for use in subsonic flight, gener-
ally comprising in serial flow communication fan 12 through
which ambient air is propelled, multistage compressor 14 for
pressurizing the air, combustor 16 in which the compressed
air is mixed with fuel and ignited for generating an annular
stream of hot combustion gases, and turbine section 18 for
extracting energy from the combustion gases.

Gas turbine engine 10 may comprise a turbofan engine for
use in an aircraft application. Engine 10 may comprise one or
more control device(s) 20, 30 which may automatically regu-
late at least some aspect(s) of operation of engine 10 based on
one or more input variable(s). Control device(s) 20, 30 may,
for example, be configured to receive multiple input variables
representative of current flight conditions including air den-
sity, total temperature of inlet air, throttle lever position,
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engine temperatures, engine pressures, and potentially many
other parameters. Accordingly, control device(s) 20, 30 may
receive one or more signal(s) from one or more sensor(s) 22
associated with various aspects of the operation of one or
more engine(s) 10. Such signals may be received as input(s)
by control device(s) 20, 30 and analyzed by one or more
automatic data processor(s) according to stored machine-
readable instructions. Engine parameters such as fuel flow,
stator vane position, bleed valve position, and others may be
computed from this data and applied as appropriate by, for
example, generating suitably-configured output signals and
providing them to relevant device(s) associated with the
engine 10.

In various embodiments, control device(s) 20, 30 may
include or form part of a Full Authority Digital Engine Con-
trol (FADEC) which may, for example, comprise one or more
digital computer(s) or other data processors, sometimes
referred to as electronic engine controller(s) (EEC) and
related accessories that control at least some aspects of per-
formance of engine 10. Control device(s) 20, 30 may for
example be configured to make decisions regarding the con-
trol of engine 10 until a pilot wishes to or is required to
intervene. Control device(s) 20, 30 may be configured to
provide optimum engine efficiency for a given flight condi-
tion. As data processors, control device(s) 20, 30 may include
one or more microcontroller or other suitably programmed or
programmable logic circuits.

FIG. 2 schematically illustrates an exemplary embodiment
of control device(s) 20 configured to receive sensed
signal(s) 24 and, based on sensed signal(s) 24, generate con-
trol signal(s) 26. Sensed signal(s) 24 may originate from
sensor(s) 22 associated with one or more engines 10.
Sensor(s) 22 may be configured to provide signals represen-
tative of one or more measured property(ies) such as, for
example, temperature(s), pressure(s), humidity, force(s),
relative position(s), motion(s), vibration(s), chemical compo-
sition(s) and/or others. Sensor(s) 22 may be configured to
provide a signal representative of a total temperature (TTo) of
a free stream of air entering an inlet of engine 10. Accord-
ingly, sensor(s) 22 may be disposed near or within an inlet of
an engine or engines 10.

Control signal(s) 26 may be useful in controlling at least
one aspect of operation of engine(s) 10. For example, control
signal(s) 26 may be used to regulate engine operation such as
by controlling one or more parameter(s) such as, for example,
fuel flow rate, compressor bleed position, stator vane posi-
tion, bleed valve position, and/or other parameters.

Substitute signal(s) 28 may be used as control parameters
by control device(s) 20 instead of sensed signal(s) 24 when it
is determined that sensed signal(s) 24 may be inaccurate,
unreliable and/or otherwise unsuitable or unavailable. Sub-
stitute signal(s) 28 is shown using broken lines to illustrate
that it may only be used when needed.

FIG. 3 schematically illustrates control device(s) 30
according to another exemplary embodiment. Control
device(s) 20, 30 may comprise processor(s) 32 configured to
receive sensed signal(s) 24 and use sensed signal(s) 24 as
control parameter(s) to generate control signal(s) 26 useful in
controlling the operation of one or more engines 10. For
example, processor(s) 32 may comprise one or more digital
data processor(s). Sensed signal(s) 24 may be provided by
sensor(s) 22 and sensor(s) 22 may be incorporated in one or
more probe(s) 34.

Probe(s) 34 may, for example, comprise one or more TTo
probe(s) and used to measure total temperature(s) of free
streams of ambient air entering one or more engines 10. Such
aprobe 34 may have an [-shaped body with a forward facing
inlet, and one or more resistive temperature devices (RTDs)
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4

inside the body for sensing temperature, and one or more
transducers for generating corresponding output signals use-
able by for example, one or more control device(s) 20, 30 in
controlling the engine(s) 10.

Probe(s) 34 may be heated for the purpose of preventing
substantial ice buildup(s) from forming in, on or around
probe(s) 34 and thereby preventing sensed signal(s) 24 from
becoming inaccurate or unreliable due to ice buildup(s). Heat
may be provided to probe(s) 34 by means of one or more
heating element(s) 36 associated with probe(s) 34. Heating
element(s) 36 may be electrically powered and/or may be
otherwise configured to receive or otherwise provide heat to
at least a portion of probe(s) 34 from any suitable source of
energy. Heating element(s) 36 may be controlled and/or acti-
vated/deactivated based on control signal(s) 26 generated by
control device(s) 20,30.

While the disclosure herein is based to some extent on the
use of substitute signals in relation to processing TTo signals
captured by TTo probes, those skilled in the relevant arts will
understand that aspects of the invention have applicability to
other types of probes, as for example mentioned herein.

Control device(s) 20, 30 may comprise memory(ies) 38
and memory data devices or register(s) 40. Memory(ies) 38
may comprise any storage means (e.g. devices) suitable for
retrievably storing machine-readable instructions executable
by processor(s) 32. Memory(ies) 38 may be non-volatile. For
example, memory(ies) 38 may include erasable program-
mable read only memory (EPROM) and/or flash memory.
Memory(ies) 38 may contain machine-readable instructions
for execution by processor(s) 32. Such machine-readable
instructions may cause the digital processor(s) 32 to: detect,
based on sensed signal(s) 24, a rise in temperature indicative
of an icing condition of heated probe(s) 34; and use substitute
signal(s) 28 as the control parameter instead of the sensed
signal(s) 24 for producing control signal(s) 26 useful in con-
trolling engine 10.

Memory(ies) 38 may comprise any data storage devices
suitable for storing data received and/or generated by proces-
sor(s) 32, preferably retrievably. For example, memory(ies)
38 may comprise one or more of any or all of erasable pro-
grammable read only memory(ies) (EPROM), flash
memory(ies) or other electromagnetic media suitable for stor-
ing electronic data signals in volatile or non-volatile, non-
transient form.

During operation, depending on the position and configu-
ration/geometry of probe(s) 34, environmental conditions
and power available to heat probe(s) 34, ice may form on
probe(s) 34 under certain conditions despite being heated. At
high altitudes, air temperatures may be well below 0° C. and
may be, for example, —=20° C. or lower at a typical cruising
altitudes for atypical jet aircraft to which engine(s) 10 may be
mounted. In some instances, for example, airborne super-
cooled water droplets may impact heated probe(s) 34 and
solidify to form ice on and/or in probe(s) 34. In smaller
aircraft which typically have low voltage (28V) electrical
systems, heater element(s) 36 associated with probe(s) 34
may be electrically powered and may not be powerful enough
to melt the ice formed by the super-cooled water. Conse-
quently, ice may still form on or inside probe(s) 34 even
though heat may be provided to probe(s) 34. When this
occurs, sensor(s) 22 (e.g. RTDs, thermocouple(s)) associated
with probe(s) 34 may begin to measure the temperature of the
ice, rather than the temperature of the ambient air. Hence, at
cruising altitudes, for example, sensed signal(s) 24 represen-
tative of TTo may become inaccurate and unreliable due to an
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ice buildup on probe(s) 34. An inaccurate TTo measurement
may negatively affect the ability of control device(s) 20, 30 to
properly control engine 10.

FIGS. 4 and 5 illustrate methods that may be used to reduce
the negative effect(s) of an inaccurate TTo measurements
caused by an ice buildup. Methods illustrated in FIGS. 4 and
5 may be incorporated in the form of machine-readable
instructions for execution by digital processor(s) 32. The
machine-readable instructions may be contained in
memory(ies) 38 integral and/or external to control device(s)
20, 30.

As previously noted, while the disclosure herein is based to
some extent on the use of substitute signals in relation to
processing TTo signals captured by TTo probes, those skilled
in the relevant arts will understand that aspects of the inven-
tion have applicability to other types of probes, as for example
mentioned herein.

In reference to FIG. 4, sensed signal(s) 24 from heated
probe(s) 34 may be received by processor(s) 32 at step 42. If,
as determined at decision 44, sensed signal(s) 24 is not indica-
tive of an icing condition of probe(s) 34 (e.g. it is valid), then
sensed signal(s) 24 may be used as a control parameter for
controlling engine 10 as shown at step 46. Accordingly,
sensed signal(s) 24 may be used basis for generating control
signal(s) 26 which may be useful in controlling at least one
aspect of engine 10. However, if at decision 44 it is deter-
mined that sensed signal(s) 24 is indicative of an icing con-
dition of probe(s) 34, then substitute signal(s) 28 may be used
as the control parameter for controlling engine 10 instead of
sensed signal(s) 24, as shown at step 48. Accordingly, substi-
tute signal(s) 28 may be used by control device(s) 20, 30 as a
basis for generating control signal(s) 26 which may be useful
in controlling at least one aspect of engine 10.

In reference to FIG. 5, sensed signal(s) 24 representing
temperature(s) generated by heated probe(s) 34 may be
received by processor(s) 32 of control device(s) 20, 30 at step
42.1f, as determined at decision 44, sensed signal(s) 24 is/are
not indicative of an icing condition of probe(s) 34 (e.g. they
are valid), then sensed signal(s) 24 may be used as the control
parameter for controlling engine 10 as shown at step 46.
Accordingly, sensed signal(s) 24 may be generated by pro-
cessor(s) 32 using stored instructions representing suitable
algorithms, stored for example in memory(ies) 38, and/or
pre-determined substitute values may be retrieved from
memory(ies) 40, using table look-up or other processes
implemented using processor(s) 32.

At 48, such generated or retrieved substitute signals may be
used as bases for generating control signal(s) 26 which may
be useful in controlling at least one aspect operation(s) of
engines 10. If, for example, at decision 44 it is determined that
sensed signal(s) 24 is indicative of an icing condition of
probe(s) 34, then substitute signal(s) 28 may be used as con-
trol parameters for controlling engine 10 instead of sensed
signal(s) 24, as shown at step 48. Accordingly, substitute
signal(s) 28 may be used by control device(s) 20, 30 as a basis
for generating control signal(s) 26 which may be useful in
controlling at least one aspect of engine 10 similarly to the
method of FIG. 4.

Substitute signal(s) 28 may be used on a temporary basis
until one or more corrective action(s) has (have) been taken,
or a prevailing condition has abated (e.g., a corresponding
TTo sensor has thawed sufficiently to provide valid TTo data
signals) and the use of sensed signal(s) 24 can be resumed.
Substitute signal(s) 28 may be substantially equivalent (e.g.
of equivalent magnitude and/or representative of substan-
tially the same temperature) to sensed signal(s) 24 which was
(were) received at or prior to the detection of the icing con-
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dition of probe(s) 34. For example, substitute signal(s) 28
may be substantially equivalent to the last sensed signal(s) 24
measured prior to the detection of the icing condition. For
example, substitute signal(s) 28 may include one or more
synthesized signal(s) indicative of one or more substitute
temperature(s). Such substitute temperature(s) may be sub-
stantially equivalent to or otherwise representative of tem-
perature(s) represented by sensed signal(s) 24 which was
(were) received at or prior to the detection of the icing con-
dition of probe(s) 34. Substitute signal(s) 28 may be held at a
substantially constant magnitude (e.g. substitute tempera-
ture) until it is determined that the use of sensed signal(s) 24
can be resumed.

Trigger conditions to be evaluated at 44 for use of substi-
tute signals at 48 may be of any type suitable in the relevant
circumstances. For example, at decision 44 an icing condition
of'probe(s) 34 may be detected by an unusual temperature rise
as represented by sensed signal(s) 24. Such temperature rise
may be indicative of sensor(s) 22 measuring the temperature
of'an ice buildup inside probe(s) 34 instead of the ambient air
while probe(s) 34 continues to be heated by heating
element(s) 36. For example, the temperature rise may include
the temperature attaining a threshold temperature and/or may
include the temperature rising at or exceeding a threshold
rate.

As shown in FIG. 5, once an icing condition is detected or
suspected, a confirmation process may be implemented at
step 50, in which the icing or other substitute trigger condition
may be confirmed while probe(s) 34 may continue to be
heated. During such confirmation period, sensed signal(s) 24
may continue to be monitored to determine whether the
sensed temperature represented by sensed signal(s) 24 con-
firm an icing condition of probe(s) 34. Confirmation of an
icing condition may for example include a further tempera-
ture rise as determined from sensed signal(s) 24 following the
detection of the icing condition followed by a leveling off of
the sensed temperature from probe(s) 34. The leveling off
(e.g. stabilization) of the sensed temperature may, for
example, occur relatively close to or at about the freezing
mark (e.g. 0° C.).

Once a substitution trigger condition has been confirmed,
corrective action may be taken. For example, when an icing
condition has been confirmed, corrective action(s) may
include shutting off heat to probe(s) 34 as shown at step 52.
For example, this may include deactivating heating
element(s) 36 of probe(s) 34 using one or more of control
signal(s) 26 generated by processor(s) 32.

After deactivation of heating element(s) 36 of probe(s) 34,
the sensed temperature from probe(s) 34 may begin to
decrease and eventually stabilize to a value substantially
close to or approximating the actual temperature. Even
though probe(s) 34 may be subject to an icing condition,
sensed signal(s) 24 may be representative of a temperature
which s close enough to the actual temperature so that the use
of sensed signal(s) 24 may be resumed. The difference
between the temperature from sensed signal(s) 24 and the
actual temperature may be such that it does not significantly
affect the control of engine 10. Accordingly, following the
confirmation period, a transition period may take place at step
54 during which a value (e.g. magnitude) of substitute
signal(s) 28 may be varied to transition to or relatively near a
value (e.g. magnitude) of sensed signal(s) 24. The transition
period may comprise a gradual change in value of substitute
signal(s) 28 towards the value of sensed signal(s) 24. The
gradual change may have a linear over a desired period of
time or have any other suitable profile. Following the transi-
tion period, the use of sensed signal(s) 24 as the control
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parameter for controlling engine 10 may be resumed. An
objective of the transition period may be to avoid an exces-
sively large difference in values (e.g. magnitudes) between
substitute signal(s) 28 and sensed signal(s) 24 when the use of
sensed signal(s) 24 is resumed. For example, the transition
period may provide a substantially seamless transition when
changing from using substitute signal(s) 28 to using sensed
signal(s) 24. The transition period may be selected so that no
sudden change in the operation of engine 10 is encountered
when changing from the use of substitute signal(s) 28 to
sensed signal(s) 24.

FIG. 6 shows an exemplary graphical representation of
relationships between an actual operating parameter 58 (in
this case temperature T1), a sensed parameter (temperature
TTo) 60 based on sensed signal(s) 24, and a substitute signal
56 representing a parameter (substitute temperature TTo) uti-
lized for the control of an engine 10 during a triggering
condition causing the sensed parameter 60 to inadequately
represent the actual parameter 58 (for example, an icing con-
dition of probe(s) 34. In the example shown, a temperature
utilized by control device(s) 20, 30 as the control parameter
may be represented by line 56. The actual total temperature of
the free stream of air entering engine 10 may be represented
by line 58 and remain substantially constant at T1 during the
particular time period shown in FIG. 6. T1 may be around
-20° C., for example. The sensed temperature is represented
by line 60 and may superimpose line 56 at times priorto t5and
after t9 as shown in FIG. 6.

As will be understood by those skilled in the relevant arts,
substitute parameter(s) 56 may be variable parameters gen-
erated using algorithms representing actual, estimate, or ideal
operating parameters; fixed parameters used as approxima-
tions of any or all of such actual, estimated, or ideal param-
eters; and/or predefined values or ranges of values stored in
databases such as data sets useful in the implementation of
automated table look-up schemes. Any algorithms, schemes,
or procedures configured for providing suitable substitute
operating parameters 56 will serve.

For example, in the TTo example shown in FIG. 6, between
times t0 and t1 heating element(s) 36 of probe(s) 34 may be
deactivated in an event where no icing condition is expected
to occur. Accordingly, sensed temperature 60 from sensed
signal(s) 24 may be representative of the actual temperature
58, T1 and may be utilized as the control parameter for con-
trolling engine 10. At time t1 for example, heating element(s)
36 associated with probe(s) 34 may be activated in anticipa-
tion of a potential icing condition. Heating element(s) 36 may
be manually activated by an operator of an aircraft such as a
pilot or automatically activated by a system associated with
engine 10 and/or an aircraft to which engine 10 is mounted.
For example, the activation of heating element(s) 36 may be
controlled by control device(s) 20, 30. Upon activation of
heating element(s) 36, the sensed temperature 60 may need to
be adjusted (e.g. compensated) in order to take into account
an erroneous rise in temperature introduced by the activation
of heating element(s) 36. Line 62 in FIG. 6 shows an exem-
plary theoretical temperature rise associated with the activa-
tion of heating element(s) 36 and line 64 shows a correspond-
ing correction that may be applied to compensate for the
activation of heating element(s) 36. Such compensation and/
or adjustment made to sensed temperature 60 may be deter-
mined empirically according to known or other methods.

Between times t1 and t2, heating element(s) 36 may
adequately prevent icing of probe(s) 34 and therefore the
compensated sensed temperature 60 may continue to repre-
sent the actual total temperature 58, T1 and continue to be
used as the control parameter.
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However, in some instances and as represented at time t2
for example, airborne super-cooled water droplets may
impact heated probe(s) 34 and then solidify to form ice on
and/or inside probe(s) 34. As explained above, depending on
the specific configuration, positioning of probe(s) 34 and
heating capacity of heating element(s) 36, icing of probe(s)
34 may still occur under the right circumstances despite heat
being applied to probe(s) 34. For example, in smaller aircraft
which typically have low voltage (28V) electrical systems,
heating element(s) 36 may not be powerful enough to melt ice
formed by super-cooled water, and thus ice may still form
inside the probe(s) 34. When this occurs, sensor(s) 22 (e.g.
RTDs temperature sensor(s)) may begin to measure the tem-
perature of the ice buildup instead of the total temperature of
the ambient air. At cruising altitudes for example, the tem-
perature represented by sensed signal(s) 24 may begin to rise
relative to T1 as shown at t3 and stabilize to about T3 at some
time after t5 when the sensed temperature 60 is that of an ice
buildup while probe(s) 34 continues to be heated. For
example, temperature T3 may be around 0° C. Hence, during
an icing condition of probe(s) 34, the sensed temperature 60
may be inaccurate and may negatively affect the ability of
control device(s) 20, 30 to properly control engine 10.

It has been empirically found that, for specific installation
geometries of probe(s) 34, a typical sensed temperature 60
may tend to rise linearly over at least a portion of the rise from
the actual temperature T1 (e.g. proper functioning of probe(s)
34) to a higher “false” temperature T3 (e.g. iced probe(s) 34)
during an icing condition. See lines 60 and 56 between times
t4 and t5 in FIG. 6. An expected temperature rise that is
indicative of an icing condition may be determined empiri-
cally by conducting suitable testing, or may be determined or
predicted in any other suitable manner. The expected tem-
perature rise may include the sensed temperature 60 attaining
athreshold temperature and/or rising at or exceeding a thresh-
old rate. In reference to FIG. 6 for example, an icing condition
may be detected based on the sensed temperature 60 rising by
an amount AT over a period of time At (e.g. t5-14) and thereby
equal or exceed a threshold rate and be indicative of an icing
condition of probe(s) 34. The temperature rise may be linear
with respect to time or of another detectable profile.

Machine-readable instructions (e.g. software), resident for
example in memory(ies) 38 associated with control device(s)
20, 30 may be employed in monitoring sensed temperature 60
for a temperature rise at the threshold rate (e.g. AT/At). An
exemplary temperature rise indicative of an icing condition
may include a temperature rise of 10° C. over a period of 10
seconds. Once a temperature rise at or exceeding the thresh-
old rate is determined to have occurred, it may be determined
that a probe icing event has occurred and thus a suitable
corrective action(s) may be carried out. An example correc-
tive action may be for control device(s) 20, 30 executed coded
instruction sets configured to cause use of substitute signal(s)
28 as the control parameter instead of sensed signal(s) 24.
Substitute signal(s) 28 may for example comprise a synthe-
sized signal representative of a constant temperature prior to
the detection of the icing condition. For example, substitute
signal(s) 28 may be held substantially constant between t5
and t8 and be representative of temperature T2 at which the
icing condition was initially identified at time t5. In the
present example, temperature T2 may be around -10° C.
Alternatively, a variable temperature reflective of known or
estimated actual conditions may be used, through execution
of suitably-configured algorithms.

The initial detection of an icing condition may be followed
by a confirmation period during which substitute signal(s) 28
may continue to be used by control device(s) 20, 30 while it is
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confirmed that an icing condition of probe(s) 34 has occurred
or is occurring. The confirmation period may include the
temperature represented by sensed signal(s) 24 continuing to
riseto temperature T3 (e.g. 0° C.) and remaining substantially
constant thereafter. FIG. 6 shows sensed temperature 60 ris-
ing to T3 and remaining substantially constant between t5 and
6. Other suitable confirmation indicators may also be used
instead of, or in conjunction with, the above example.

Once an icing condition of probe(s) 34 has been confirmed,
heating element(s) 36 may be deactivated. Control device 20,
30 may instruct heating element(s) 36 to be turned off at t7,
for example, by generating appropriate control signal(s) 26
that may be used to control the activation of heating
element(s) 36. Once heating has ceased, the relatively cooler
ambient air may cause the temperature of probe(s) 34 and ice
build-up to drop. The ice build-up may become super-cooled
and consequently cause the sensed temperature 60 to also
drop as shown between t7 and t9. At t9 the sensed temperature
may stabilize to a temperature which approximates the actual
temperature 58, T1. As shown in FIG. 6, sensed temperature
60 may stabilize at a value slightly above the actual tempera-
ture T1. The difference between the sensed temperature 60
and the actual temperature 58, T1 after t9 is identified as Terr.
Terr may be sufficiently small so that the use of sensed
signal(s) 24 by control device(s) 20, 30 may be resumed
without significantly affecting the operation of engine 10
even though probe(s) 34 may be iced and heating element(s)
36 may be turned off. The stabilized, heater-oft sensed tem-
perature 60 may be referred as an “iced” temperature. During
such iced condition, sensed temperature 60 may essentially
represent the temperature of the ice formed on probe(s) 34.
The ice formed on probe(s) 34 may become super-cooled to
substantially approximate the actual ambient air total tem-
perature 58, T1 which the un-iced probe(s) 34 was intended to
measure in the first place.

In order for control device(s) 20, 30 to resume using sensed
signal(s) 24 as the control parameter for controlling engine
10, substitute signal(s) 28 may be varied to transition to or
relatively near a value (e.g. magnitude) of sensed signal(s) 24
during a transition period. The transition period may com-
prise a gradual change in value of substitute signal(s) 28
towards the value of sensed signal(s) 24 as represented by line
56 between t8 and 19. A beginning of the transition period t8
may be based on a prediction of the occurrence of stabiliza-
tion of sensed temperature 60 at or near actual temperature
58, T1 (e.g. within Terr of T1). Accordingly, the beginning of
the transition period may take place before the stabilization of
sensed temperature 60 has actually taken place based on the
prediction. The prediction of the stabilization of sensed tem-
perature 60 may be based on empirical data and/or may be
based on a rate at which sensed temperature 60 may drop
following the de-activation of heating element(s) 36. FIG. 6
shows a linear transition of substitute signal(s) 28 from T2 to
sensed temperature 60 between t8 and t9 but it is understood
that other transition profiles may also be suitable.

Following the transition period, sensed signal(s) 24 may
thereafter be used by control device 20, 30 while heating
element(s) 36 may remain inactive until such time when
engine 10 encounters conditions which may cause the ice
build-up in or on probe(s) 34 to melt. Otherwise, temperature
fluctuations and/or other changes causing sensed signal(s) 24
to vary and/or remain below a pre-determined threshold tem-
perature and/or rate may be ignored while sensed signal(s) 24
is (are) used as the control parameter by control device(s) 20,
30 while generating control signal(s) 26.

The above description is meant to be exemplary only, and
one skilled in the art will recognize that changes may be made
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to embodiments described herein without departing from the
scope of the invention disclosed. For example, the devices,
systems and methods described herein may be used on any
suitable aircraft engine comprising a suitable probe configu-
ration. Also, probe(s) 34 may comprise two or more RTDs
(and/or other suitable types of sensor(s)) configured in a
dual-channel redundancy system for example. Still other
modifications which fall within the scope of the present
invention will be apparent to those skilled in the art, in light of
a review of this disclosure, and such modifications are
intended to fall within the appended claims.

Except to the extent necessary or inherent in the processes
themselves, no particular order to steps or stages of methods
or processes described in this disclosure, including the Fig-
ures, is intended or implied. In many cases the order of pro-
cess steps may be varied without changing the purpose,
effect, or import of the methods described. The scope of the
invention is to be defined solely by the appended claims.

What is claimed is:

1. A method for controlling an aircraft turbofan engine, the
method performed by a data processor of a digital engine
controller and comprising:

receiving a signal representative of temperature received

from a heated temperature probe and using the received
signal to control the engine;

based on the signal representative of temperature received

from the heated temperature probe, determining that an
icing condition associated with the probe exists;
using data representing a substitute temperature instead of
the signal representative of temperature received from
the heated temperature probe to control the engine;

deactivating a heating element associated with the probe
following the determination of the icing condition; and

with the heating element deactivated, resuming to use the
signal representative of temperature received from the
temperature probe to control the engine instead of the
data representing the substitute temperature.

2. The method as defined in claim 1, wherein the determin-
ing that the icing condition exists is based at least partly on a
rise in temperature at the heated temperature probe.

3. The method as defined in claim 2, wherein the rise in
temperature includes the temperature rising at or exceeding a
threshold rate.

4. The method as defined in claim 2, wherein the rise in
temperature includes the temperature increasing by a thresh-
old amount at or exceeding a threshold rate.

5. The method as defined in claim 1, wherein the substitute
temperature comprises a temperature at or prior to the deter-
mination of the icing condition.

6. The method as defined in claim 1, wherein the deacti-
vating of the heating element occurs after a confirmation
process in which the temperature associated with the heated
temperature probe is determined to have stabilized at a tem-
perature higher than an actual temperature.

7. The method as defined in claim 1, wherein resuming to
use the signal representative of temperature received from the
temperature probe to control the engine with the heating
element deactivated follows a determination that the tempera-
ture of the temperature probe has reached at a temperature
approximating an actual temperature.

8. The method as defined in claim 7, comprising transition-
ing a magnitude of the substitute temperature towards a mag-
nitude of the temperature received from the temperature
probe.
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9. A device useful in controlling an aircraft turbine engine,
the device comprising:

at least one digital processor configured to receive a first

signal representative of a total temperature of inlet air
using a heated temperature probe and use the first signal
as a control parameter to generate a second signal useful
in controlling the engine;

memory containing machine-readable instructions for

execution by the at least one processor, the machine-

readable instructions causing the at least one processor

to:

detect, based on the first signal, an icing condition of the
probe;

use a substitute signal representing a substitute tempera-
ture as the control parameter instead of the first signal
for producing the second signal useful in controlling
the engine;

cause deactivation of a heating element associated with
the probe following the detection of the icing condi-
tion; and

cause the at least one digital processor to resume the use
of'the first signal as the control parameter for produc-
ing the second signal useful in controlling the engine
after the deactivation of the heating element.

10. The device as defined in claim 9, wherein the substitute
signal is representative of the temperature from the first signal
at or prior to a rise in temperature indicative of the icing
condition.
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11. The device as defined in claim 9, wherein the determin-
ing of the icing condition is based on a rise in temperature at
the probe.

12. The device as defined in claim 11, wherein the rise in
temperature includes the temperature rising at or exceeding a
threshold rate.

13. The device as defined in claim 11, wherein the rise in
temperature includes the temperature increasing by a thresh-
old amount at or exceeding a threshold rate.

14. The device as defined in claim 9, wherein causing to
deactivate the heating element occurs after a confirmation
process in which the temperature associated with the probe is
determined to have stabilized at a temperature higher than an
actual temperature.

15. The device as defined in claim 9, wherein causing to
resume the use of the first signal as the control parameter for
producing the second signal useful in controlling the engine
after the deactivation of the heating element follows a deter-
mination that the temperature of the probe has reached a
temperature approximating an actual temperature.

16. The device as defined in claim 9, wherein the machine-
readable instructions are configured to cause the at least one
processor to transition a magnitude of the substitute signal
towards a magnitude of the first signal before resuming the
use of the first signal as the control parameter.
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